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 Creating a corpus of reliable editions of literary (and non-literary) texts is fundamental for having secure and
representative foundations from which to study the language, to study and establish its canon (at least what was
deemed ‘correct’ in the period in question), how the ‘grammar’ of the language was supposed to function at any given
time, and, at the same time, to provide resources for contemporary grammar.

 Research in literature in general, and in medieval Catalan in particular, should not be limited to the simple reference of
the author's first and last name, the date of the work and a summary of the plot; although this can provide us with
interesting data, that would be only a small part, the most external, of the History of Literature.

 The study (and, prior to that, the establishment of the text –ecdotics–) of a literary work can be a magnificent
opportunity to convey everything contained in the work under consideration, from the language to the historical
contextualisation.

 When analysing a literary work, we must bear in mind that, for example, the semantic charge of the vocabulary is a
representation of the conceptualisation of that experience, both in terms of the cognitive process and with regard to
the evolution it has undergone along the chronological axis.

 Thus, the study of an author's literary language can be very useful from the point of view of semantics and the history
of the lexicon, and can contribute to reformulating definitions or meanings (lexicology and lexicography). Similarly, if
we pay attention to style, we are essentially considering the operation of morphosyntactic factors and mechanisms,
always with regard to the pragmatic relationships with context and cultural tradition.
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 This involves contextualising medieval language within its generic discursive and literary traditions.
 Each author is situated within a tradition that proposes certain models, and selects one according to their

communicative objectives and the communicative situation.
 The practice of a certain grammatical analysis of discourse can be very interesting. Therefore, it is a

philological work, which is based on classical literary texts, in their critical edition, and seeks to study the
features that cause them to contain the formative elements of the koινή.

 Grammar, the Hellenistic world and Alexandria form a triangle of special importance for the development of
the koινή and for reflection on the model of a common language.

 This integrative vision between literature and—more generally—language is not a novelty, although it may
have been obscured, for various reasons, by the overdevelopment of each specialism.

 In fact, we can state that this vision is already present in the initial conception and
final realisation of the work that lies at the origin of the European grammatical
tradition: the Grammar of Dionysius Thrax, a direct pupil of Aristarchus, director of
the Library of Alexandria.

 The Grammar (Art gramatical or Τέχνη γραμματική) of Dionysius Thrax has as its
object the grammar of a cultured, written, corpus language. In fact, his grammar,
within the Alexandrian tradition – we should recall that Aristarchus was one of the first
‘curators’ of the Homeric works – was born to cater for the ancient έλληυσμός
movement (theworks of Homer and the Attics).
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